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Letter from the Executive Director:  

Every year that passes, Boulder Food Rescue grows as an 

organization. Again in 2016, we grew in our overall impact, 

our budget, and most importantly, within our values. We 
have not only redistributed more food than ever this year, 

but we have strengthened our relationships with the 

individuals who understand food insecurity most, the 

recipients of our food drops, and have allowed them to drive 
our work. I am personally driven by the conversations over 

snacks and relationships bound by tea, which inspire me to 

keep doing this work. 

I continue to be amazed at both how BFR continues to grow 

within our community and how much our community 
supports our work. Over the course of 2016, we have had a 

constant inflow of new volunteers getting involved, local 

businesses reaching out to see how they can support us, and 

individual donors supporting our work financially. We 
surpassed our fundraising goals for the year, reminding me 

how much our community is invested in increasing healthy food access for their neighbors. 

Access to healthy food is not a privilege, but a fundamental human right, too often glossed over in this 

town whose wealth can easily overshadow the reality for many people living here. In Boulder, the hunger 

statistics match the rest of the country; one in six people are food insecure, meaning they don’t have 
consistent access to healthy food, and an increasing cost of living puts these populations in even more 

vulnerable situations.  

With our community based participatory research, we have discovered the common challenges to 
accessing desired food between communities and individuals within Boulder. We have seen photographs 

of people's experiences accessing food, listened to their stories, and have included them in analyzing the 

data on food access across this city. We have shared this data with other organizations and are continuing 
to ask participants to design more ways to be involved in creating their ideal food system.  

As one small organization, we know that we don’t know everything, and I get to look to others for 
support and ideas. Our Food Rescue Alliance network is a growing group of food rescue organizations 

across the continent who share what we’ve learned, how we do our work, and our new ideas. We share 

values in increasing access to healthy food, doing participatory work, and being sustainable in our 

redistribution practices (most of us use bikes!). I feel humbled to be able to learn from such amazing 
leaders who are driven and passionate about being a part of this larger movement with us. 

Every day I get the opportunity to ask questions. I get to learn something new, and let others help guide 
our process. This organization is special because of our ability to be creative and to adapt to changing 

needs, incorporate new ideas, and take what we learn along the way. I love working with the BFR staff; 

we are a group of 3 queer people who all work hard, laugh often, and support each other when we face 
external negativity or a general dose of patriarchy. They give me strength and courage to show up daily. 

With the changing political climate, I am reminded how much we all really need each other. As we enter 

2017, we will stay close to this community. We will always offer our utmost gratitude for all of you who 

are a part of this cause. Thank you for all of your support. 

Hana Dansky 
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Letter from the Board Chair and Cofounder 

Boulder Food Rescue reached and exceeded every goal we had set 

for 2016. This isn’t surprising, as we have found ways to get big 

results on a shoestring budget since our inception in 2011. Take a 

moment to consider and visualize the details: this year, our team of 

volunteers braved Colorado’s extremes of weather and pulled over 

400,000lbs of produce on bike trailers all over the city of Boulder. 

400,000lbs! And all of it went to nonprofits that serve folks who 

have difficulty accessing healthy food.  This coincided with a 

record-breaking year of fundraising, demonstrating that our 

community is supportive and enthusiastic about the good work we 

do. 

Yet Boulder Food Rescue is more than a food rescue organization. 

We strive “to create a more just and less wasteful food system,” 

and in 2016, we demonstrated our commitment to this. We 

organized and held our third annual Food Forward Summit, 

discussing issues surrounding food access and food justice with 

community members.  We also sought out direct interactions with 

our recipients, organizing monthly meals with our Boulder 

Housing Partners low-income housing sites, and conducted a large survey to identify ways in which we 

can work with the people who receive our food to create a food system that best serves them. 

None of what we do at Boulder Food Rescue would have been possible without our core staff.  Hana 

Dansky, Lindsey Loberg, and Kate Eno, thank you for your dedication and the passion that you give to 

Boulder Food Rescue.  And lastly, thank you to our volunteers, the hundreds of big-hearted folks who 

give their time and energy that keep BFR’s gears turning. 

Becky Higbee 
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Mission  

Boulder Food Rescue aims to create a more just and less wasteful food system. We do this 

through the sustainable redistribution of healthy food from grocers to low-income communities, 

while educating each other about food justice. 

 

Food Redistribution 

We are rescuing more food than ever! We are not only improving our relationships with all of 

our grocery donors, but we are also in collaboration with Community Food Share, our local food 

bank. We are making sure that we are working together to do what we each do best. We pick up 

all of the more perishable fruits and vegetables and CFS redistributes the meats, dairies and non-

perishables. This way, we each are able to thrive in our work, and we are excited to have an 

amazing relationship with them. 

We also have a new donor on board! Lucky's opened up a new store in South Boulder, and 

before they even opened, the manager called us to make sure that we could set up a relationship. 

We are excited to be a part of this partnership and to have amazing donors like Lucky's Market! 

This year, we redistributed over 100,000 pounds of food more than we did last year, a 23% 

increase! 



 

ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

“Boulder Food Rescue creates total magic at our building of 85 seniors and disabled.  For the 

past few years  their amazing volunteers (rain, snow, wind, and traffic), have brought wonderful 

food from local markets a few times a week;  fresh produce, fabulous breads, and many 

surprises.  Foods that some of us have never had before, and has made many new fans.  Their 

service has cut our food bills considerably and is so convenient.”  -Anonymous Recipient 

 

Recipient Sites Added 

In 2016, we added 8 recipient sites, 7 of which are new no-cost grocery programs. We are 

excited to work with 7 more low-income housing sites, to re-distribute food directly to people 

and include recipients in the 

process of redistributing the 

food to their neighbors. These 

sites cut down on barriers to 

accessing healthy food, by 

having food programs in 

convenient and accessible 

places, run by community 

leaders. We are excited to work 

with these new recipient sites: 

ARC, Diagonal Court, Lee Hill, 

Madison, Manhattan, Warner 

House, Thistle Correll, Thistle 

Pinewoods 

 

Community Based Design Research 

In 2016, we made significant progress 

with our Community Based Research 

Design Project. In collaboration with the 

University of Colorado-Boulder and 

participants who experience food 

insecurity, we worked to better 

understand barriers to accessing food in 

Boulder. We accomplished this by 

asking participants to document their 

experiences accessing food, and then analyzed that data with participants to identify common 

food access barriers. Going forward, we will continue analysis, conduct design workshops 

around facilitating meaningful community participation around food access, and collaborate 

towards ongoing implementation of our findings.  
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Pastries on the Path is back! 

After a 2 year break, BFR teamed up with our 

friends at Community Cycles again this year, and 

brought back this monthly gathering to celebrate 

bicycle commuters in our community. Pastries, fruit 

and coffee are served the last Friday of every month 

along the bike path to give thanks and 

conversations to bikers along their route to work in 

the morning. 

 

 

Food Rescue Ride 

Boulder Food Rescue teamed up with Denver 

and Colorado Springs Food Rescues for the 

2016 Food Rescue Ride! Riders spent the day 

at beautiful Cherry Creek State Park, riding in 

noncompetitive 15 and 30 mile rides and 

trailer pulls, hanging out with friends, playing 

around with goofy bikes, dressing up as their 

favorite fruit or vegetable, and of course, 

supporting their favorite food rescue through 

fundraising for the ride. 

 

Forward Food Summit 

We hosted our 3rd annual Forward Food 

Summit in April, in Denver at the 

Mercury Cafe. This year we teamed up 

with our friends and Denver Food 

Rescue to put on the summit. We 

explored the topic of Food and 

Economic Justice, and had speakers 

from the front range area to engage the 

audience on why individuals in the food 

sector struggle with food insecurity. We 

had speakers who are most directly 

impacted by the food system, and 

thanks to the Community Language 

Cooperative, had the un-conference in both English and Spanish. As always, we had anti-

oppression mixed with food justice, and look forward to continuing this amazing event annually. 
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Food Rescue Alliance 

We revamped our Food Rescue Alliance peer-

learning network this year. Helen Katich, BFR 

cofounder and all around rockstar, helped start new 

food rescue programs, checked in frequently with 

our existing members, organized bi-monthly 

workshops on topics asked for by members, and 

ultimately grew our Food Rescue Alliance program. 

We said goodbye to Helen in the fall, but the 

program continues to grow under the oversight of 

Hana. Currently, we have 15 members across the continent, in Colorado, and from Seattle to 

Jackson Hole, to Boston, and will continue to work with anyone who wants to be a part of this 

network with similar values. 

Looking Ahead 

2017 has a lot in store for us! We are adding a new staff member to serve as our development 

assistant. We are excited to have someone else 

on our team, and are hoping to grow even 

more financially with their help. 

This spring, we will be hosting design 

workshops with food-insecure individuals who 

will design ways to be more included in their 

own food systems. We are looking to folks to 

come up with ideas for ways that they can be 

involved all along the food chain, and will be 

following up on all of their ideas and with 

other nonprofits working in the food sector in 

Boulder. 

We are also gearing up for our 4th annual 

Forward Food Summit, which will be on 

storytelling and transmission of knowledge in different cultures, through food. This un-

conference continues to be more and more inclusive and participatory as the years go on, so we 

are excited for another amazing day in Denver. 

It was just a few years ago that we were contacted by Boulder Food Rescue, with what was to 

become a very beneficial proposal for the residents living here. 

What a wonderful experience this has been for our residents!  Each week, at least three deliveries 

are made.  Providing at least thirty residents with supplementary food that has made an amazing 

difference in the quality of diet for most of us here. 

Each week, Boulder Food Rescue delivers serious quantities of fruit, vegetables, bread and more, 

to our residents…and what a difference this has made in our selection of healthy dietary choices. 

- Anonymous 
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Financials 

We surpassed our fundraising goal by $18,000. We invested a lot of time into grassroots 

fundraising, building relationships with our donors, and thanking our donors for investing in this 

work. We cannot do what we do without the financial support that we get from our community. 

We continue to be amazed at how much of a community effort Boulder Food Rescue really is, 

and we cannot thank you all enough! 
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Boulder Food Rescue 

Statement of Financial Position 

As of December 31, 2016 

  

 Total 

ASSETS  

   Current Assets  

      Bank Accounts  

         BVCU Checking #7502 52,167.02   

         BVCU MM #7502 37,009.85   

         BVCU Savings #7502 5.00   

         PayPal - BFR 1,524.82   

         Stripe 1,939.26   

      Total Bank Accounts $                                          92,645.95   

      Total Other Current Assets $                                                   0.00   

   Total Current Assets $                                          92,645.95   

   Other Assets  

      Co UI Deposit 366.63   

   Total Other Assets $                                               366.63   

TOTAL ASSETS $                                          93,012.58   

  

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY  

   Liabilities  

      Current Liabilities  

         Other Current Liabilities  

         Total Other Current Liabilities $                                                   0.00   

      Total Current Liabilities $                                                   0.00   

   Total Liabilities $                                                   0.00   

   Equity  

      Retained Earnings 24,254.26   

      Unrestricted Assets 43,375.61   

      Net Revenue 25,382.71   

   Total Equity $                                          93,012.58   

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $                                          93,012.58   
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Boulder Food Rescue 
Statement of Activity 

January - December 2016 
  

 Total 

Revenue  

   Business Donations 22,724.99   

   Event Proceeds 21,640.47   

   Food Waste Audit Contract 3,604.00   

   FRA Membership 150.00   

   Grants 20,637.00   

   Individual Donors 58,712.84   

   Merchandise 1,090.40   

Total Revenue $                    128,559.70   

Gross Profit $                    128,559.70   

  
Expenditures  

   Advertising 204.00   

   CBPDR Expenses 668.61   

   Dues & Subscriptions 760.58   

   Event Expenses 6,326.48   

   Food Waste Audit 2,360.00   

   Insurance 3,420.00   

   Licenses & Permits 46.00   

   Meals and Entertainment 62.26   

   Merchant Fees 978.21   

   Office Expenses 970.68   

   Outside Services 780.00   

   Payroll Processing Fees 984.82   

   Payroll Tax Expense 5,205.37   

   Payroll Unsorted 1,475.33   

   Postage 397.00   

   Printing 320.56   

   Professional Development 250.00   

   Promotional 1,430.13   

   Rent or Lease 4,590.00   

   Repair & Maintenance 708.20   

   Salaries & Wages 68,042.65   

   Staff/Volunteer Appreciation 74.86   

   Supplies 1,878.93   

   Travel 1,010.81   

   Web Site Expenses 311.59   

Total Expenditures $                    103,257.07   

Net Operating Revenue $                      25,302.63   

  
Other Revenue  

   Dividend Income 80.08   

   Food Donations Received 760,977.80   

Total Other Revenue $                    761,057.88   

  
Other Expenditures  

   Food Donations Contributed 760,977.80   

Total Other Expenditures $                    760,977.80   

  

Net Other Revenue $                             80.08   

Net Revenue 
 

 $                      25,382.71   
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